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tonight’s program

Reception 

Musical Performance
	 Boys and Girls Club of Pawtucket

Introduction & Welcome 
	 Mike Horan, Esq., Master of Ceremonies

Invocation
	 Reverend William Locke, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Presentation of 
	 Bluprint^Bridge to Prosperity video

Dinner 

Awards Presentation 
	 John J. Partridge and Daniel Sullivan, Jr. 
	 Co-Chairmen, The Pawtucket Foundation

Presentation 
	 Tony Estrella, 2009 Person of the Year 
	
	 Alfred J. Verrecchia & Hasbro, 2009 Heritage Award 
		  recipient

Raffle

Closing 



the awards celebration 
	 The Awards Celebration is a unique opportunity to recognize 
	 individuals who have made significant contributions to 
	 Pawtucket’s development as a community. The award recipients 
	 represent the best examples of civic leadership and 
	 entrepreneurship that the Foundation tries to embody and to 		
	 encourage throughout the community at large. The Foundation 
	 presented its first awards in 2004. 

	 The Foundation’s Person of the Year Award recognizes a 
	 person who significantly contributed to enhancing the 
	 quality of economic and community life in Pawtucket during 
	 the previous year. 

past honorees	 Lance J. Robbins and Urban Smart Growth, 2008
	 Patricia S. Zacks and Consuelo Sherba, 2007 
	 Richard Kazarian, Jr., Ph.D, 2006 
	 Ranne Warner, 2005
	 Herb Weiss, 2004

	
	 The Heritage Award recognizes an outstanding long-term 
	 commitment to the City of Pawtucket and its residents.  

past honorees
	 Robert D. Billington, Ed.D. and The Blackstone 			
		  Valley Tourism Council, 2008
	 Francis R. Dietz and Memorial Hospital of 
		  Rhode Island, 2007 
	 Joseph T. McHale (in memoriam) and the 
		  John J. McHale companies, 2006
	 Morris Nathanson, 2005
	 Ben Mondor and the Pawtucket Red Sox, 2004



person of the year

tony estrella, artistic director of the 
	 sandra feinstein gamm theatre	

Born in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, Estrella has been an actor 
and director with The Gamm/Alias Stage since 1996 and ar-
tistic director for the past 6 years.  In 2003, Estrella oversaw 
the company’s move from Providence to Pawtucket and the 
transformation of the company into RI’s second largest year-
round professional theatre.  As artistic director, Estrella pro-
duces 5 to 6, high quality performances per season and has 
taken a leadership role in starting The Pawtucket Humanities 
Forums (free panel discussions and staged readings on hot 
button social and political issues); supported in part by the 
RI Council on the Humanities, as well as the ever-expanding 
PLAY program (Pawtucket Literacy and Arts for Youth). With 
over 8,000 students having participated over the past three 
years, PLAY currently provides Pawtucket junior high and 
high school students with in-class literacy and theatre in-
struction, as well as matinee performances of Gamm produc-
tions at low or no cost to participating schools. 

Mr. Estrella has performed in theaters throughout New 
England including Trinity Repertory Company, Boston Play-
wrights, American Stage Festival, Wheelock Family Theatre 
and The Worcester Forum Theatre. In addition to being the 
Gamm’s artistic director, he teaches acting and script analy-
sis at the University of Rhode Island, where he has been 
on the theater faculty for the past 12 years. He is a board 
member of the Pawtucket Armory Association and was a RI 
Foundation Fellow in 2006. In addition to his work on stage, 
Tony has appeared in Martin Scorsese’s Academy Award-win-
ning film “The Departed” as well as the Showtime TV series 
“Brotherhood” and NBC’s “Law & Order”.

The Pawtucket Foundation’s



heritage award

hasbro, inc. and alfred j. verrecchia, 
	 chairman of the board
	
Alfred J. Verrecchia assumed the position of Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Hasbro, Inc. on May 22, 2008.  Prior to 
that, Mr. Verrecchia was Hasbro’s President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer from May 2003 to May 2008 and held several 
senior executive positions over the years at Hasbro, Inc. in-
cluding President and Chief Operating Officer; Chief Financial 
Officer; President, Hasbro Manufacturing Services; and Ex-
ecutive Vice President, Global Operations, among other key 
roles. Born in Providence, Rhode Island, Verrecchia joined 
Hasbro in 1965 as a junior accountant. 

Hasbro, Inc. has a history of over 85 years of financial, prod-
uct and volunteer contributions to Pawtucket.  The children 
of Pawtucket have benefited from countless monetary and 
in-kind donations to the Boys and Girls Club, YMCA, literacy 
programs, City Year, Kids First and local schools.  In the last 
27 years alone, Over 1.7 million toys have been distributed 
to Rhode Island youths living in need.  

Hasbro has shown a strong commitment not just through 
gifts but also by supporting employee volunteer hours.  
Starting in 2000, Hasbro began allocating four hours a 
month to each employee to be spent volunteering to help 
local children in the community.  Under the Team Hasbro 
initiative, the company created the Power Lunch Program to 
mentor young readers at area elementary schools.  Volun-
teers have also used their volunteer time to benefit Pawtuck-
et Proud Day, Hasbro Mentoring Program, Hasbro Holiday 
Express collection drive and the American Red Cross.

 

The Pawtucket Foundation’s



the pawtucket foundation 
			 
	 The Pawtucket Foundation represents the private 
business and not-for-profit sector in advocating for down-
town, riverfront, and ‘gateway’ improvements within Paw-
tucket.  As a group of civic entrepreneurs, the Foundation 
works to maintain a vision of the community’s future and 
to help assemble the information, talent, and resources to 
realize this vision.  By advocating for stronger public-private 
partnerships, The Pawtucket Foundation has assumed a 
leadership role committed to exploring solutions for the long-
term benefit of the community.	

	 The Pawtucket Foundation is a private non-profit 
organization supported by civic-minded donors. Grant fund-
ing supplements ongoing programs by supporting individual 
projects. If you are interested in contributing to the work of 
the Foundation, please call (401) 725-4000. 



Co-Chairman
John J. Partridge, Esq. 
Daniel J. Sullivan, Jr. 

Board of Directors
Robert D. Billington, Ed.D
Richard Blockson
Donna Brady
Vincent S. Ceglie
Stephen A. Cronin 
Alfred P. Degen 
Francis R. Deitz
Gary Furtado
Michael Gazdacko 
John C. Gregory 
Michael Horan, Esq. 

Mark House 
James R. Hoyt, Jr.
William J. Hunt 
Richard Kazarian
Gail Killian
Janice Kissinger
Karl A. Kozak
Richard Leclerc
Elizabeth R. Lewis, Esq. 
William McHale 
Esselton McNulty 
Morris Nathanson
Ross Nelson
Antonio Pires 
Michele L. Roberts 
Greg Scown 

Stewart Steffey, Jr. 
Richard Sugerman 
Stephen Tracey
Kevin P. Tracy 
Ron L. Wierks

Ex Officio
Mayor James E. Doyle 

Staff
Thomas A. Mann, Jr., 
	 Executive Director 
Aaron Hertzberg, 
	 Program Associate

SAVE THE DATE 
June 10, 2009 - Pawtucket Proud Day

Call 729-8300 for more information or to volunteer!



LEAD SPONSOR

EVENT SPONSORS

SPONSORS IN-KIND
Ahlers Designs, Inc.
AO Webdesigns 
ATR Treehouse
Bank of America
Boys & Girl Club of Pawtucket
Bristol County Savings Bank
Collette Vacations
Copy World Printing, Warwick
Diprete Engineering
Fit-Tek
Gasbarro’s Wines

Hasbro’s Cake Mix Studios
Innisfree Body Works
L’Attitude Modern Eatery
Mercury Print & Mail 
Navigant Credit Union
Quality Rental 
Pawtucket Armory Association
Rose Bud Florists
Rosinha’s Restaurant
Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre
Schofield Printing  
The Pawtucket Times

Program Committee
Cassie Correia 
Katie Lynch 
Regina Partridge
Kathy Sullivan 
Andrew O’Connell 
Melissa McKee
Joseph Cromwell
Jeff Thompson

Video Committee
Joseph Cromwell
Jeff Thompson

Credits 
AO Webdesigns
Mercury Print & Mail
	 printing
Hasbro’s Cake Mix 
	 Studios  

The Pawtucket Foundation • PO Box 515 •Tel. (401) 725-4400•Fax. (401) 729-8111
www.pawtucketfoundation.org   

Decoration Committee
Regina Partridge
Kathy Sullivan
Ewa Dzwierzynski 
Cassie Correia
Shelly Marcoccio  

TABLE SPONSORS
Bank of America
Bank RI
Brady Sullivan Pawtucket Properties
BVCAP

Narragansett Bay Insurance Co.
Pawtucket Red Sox
Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre
Urban Smart Growth


